
 

To learn more about our programs for 6th, 7th & 8th graders, go to admissionsquad.org. 

admissionsquad.org | 347-313-8378 | info@admissionsquad.org 

TOP HIGH SCHOOL ADMISSIONS: 

CHECKLIST FOR YOU AND YOUR 7TH GRADER 

 Throughout 7th grade 

 

Prepare for the ELA & Math state test. Top high school programs (except for specialized high 

schools) will evaluate your child on their state test performance. Most will require scores of 3 

– 4. The higher those scores, the more top high school programs your child qualifies for. 

 

Make sure your child goes to school every day and on time. Top high school programs 

(except for Specialized High Schools) consider attendance and tardiness. Students who are 

late or absent more than 10 days are red-flagged by the DOE and are likely to be rejected 

by top high school programs.  

 

Make sure your child gets 85 and above in ALL of their core classes (English, Math, Science 

& Social Studies). Top high school programs (except for Specialized High Schools) will not 

consider your child’s overall average for the 7th grade year. Instead, he/she will be 

evaluated based on individual core class averages for year.  

 
Use InsideSchools.org to start exploring your child’s options. Also, sign up for their newsletter 

to stay on top of high school-related news and events. 

 
Put together a plan to study for the SHSAT. Better yet, start studying now (even if you’re in 

the Huda Prep Program)! 

 

Gather your best work from 7th grade. Top high schools who require admissions portfolios 

(like Beacon High School) will want to see papers/projects completed in 7th grade (or the 

beginning of 8th grade) for one of your classes (except PE) that are in-depth and show 

critical thinking. 

 

Bring home a copy of the new high school directory and Specialized High Schools Student 

Handbook. While, PDF’s of last year’s directory and handbook are currently available 

online (Google “NYC 2015 high school directory” and “2015 specialized high school 

handbook” to view), you will need the new versions to be made aware of the minor 

changes. 

 
Interested in visual or performing arts programs? Talk to your arts teachers to assess if they 

will help you compile visual arts portfolios and/or prepare for auditions. 

 
Get and test the login credentials for your child’s mystudent.nyc account. This is where state 

test results will posted in August. 

 

Already know who your 8th grade teachers will be? Let them know you plan to take the 

SHSAT, and ask them what the workload will be like in September and October (before you 

take the SHSAT at the end of October). You don’t want to be overwhelmed with projects 

and exams while you’re preparing for the SHSAT. 

  

 What’s next? 

 

This summer, you will attend high school admissions workshops hosted by the DOE, study for 

the SHSAT, mark pages of interest in the high school directory, put together admissions 

portfolios and start practicing for audition. State test scores will be released online. 

 

In the fall, you will tour and attend open houses for high schools of interest, attend high 

school fairs, take the SHSAT (and other entrance exams), submit portfolios/admissions 

essays, sign up for interviews, and submit your high school application. 

 
In winter, you may still be wrap up remaining interviews, auditions and entrance exams, 

and then relaxing (there’s nothing left to do until high school results are released in March). 


